
I’m pretty sure you know what it’s like to lose someone, or something, and then realize later 
that you didn’t appreciate what a good thing you had when you had it. I’ve been working on this 
newsletter and trying to make an accurate schedule for everyone. It is pretty hard to do right now.  
You’ll notice a lot of question marks on various calendars and an event without an actual date and 
time. The Pastor has been filling me in as best he can, even while he’s on vacation, but I am actually 
missing Vona while she’s down with a pending knee replacement! I’m pretty sure there’ll be Ladies 
Bible Study on Thursday mornings, and Crafty Bunch on every other Saturday, but, without Vona, 
(these are her own personal projects) I really can’t say when exactly they will start again! 

I was raised going to church every Sunday and this all made me think back to the various 
Baptist Churches I have belonged to over my lifetime. I’ve realized that there haven’t been all that 
many Pastor’s wives that I would really have missed if 
they were unable to ‘matriculate’ for a while. Most of 
them stayed in the background, involving themselves 
only as a social obligation or to take care of the kids or 
the kitchen. But, I don’t remember more than a few that 
actually jumped in with both feet and created their own 
personal ministries. What a blessed guy is Pastor Miller! 

Pastor’s wives have no official title (Mrs. Pastor?) 
but what an impact they can make, either for the good or 
for the not-so-good.  I have seen that they can create a 
warm loving atmosphere that fosters church growth or 
tear the place apart with a hateful poison tongue.  

So next time you see Vona, tell her how much we 
appreciate her smiling face and hope that she’s back to 
normal soon with that constant smile, genuine caring 
and compassionate attitude, and the willingness to 
create her own niche and do the work to make it happen!   

Thank you, Vona! 

 

Here’s What’s Coming Up: 
¨ Sundays—Sunday School at 9:45 am.           

        Worship Service at 11am 
¨ Wednesdays—Prayer Meeting 6 pm 
¨ Thursdays?—Ladies Bible Study 10 am 
¨ Every Other Saturday?—Crafty Bunch 10 am 
¨ September 2nd—Pungoteague Teacher  

   Breakfast 8 am 
¨ September 7th—Labor Day 
¨ September 11th—Patriot Day 
¨ September 13th—Grandparents’ Day 
  & Leadership Team Meeting 
¨ September 16th—Quarterly Business Meeting 
¨ September 18th—National POW/MIA  

   Recognition Day &  
  Leadership Team Meeting 

¨ September 21st—Impact Hunger Deliveries 
¨ September 22nd—First Day of Autumn 
¨ September 27th—Gold Star Mother’s Day 
¨ October 12th—Columbus Day 
¨ October 31st—Halloween 



SEPTEMBER 2026 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 Pungoteague 
Tchr Bkfst 8a 

Prayer Mtg 6p 

3 4 5 

6  Sunday School 
9:45a 

 Worship Service 11a 

7       Labor Day 8 9 Prayer Mtg 
6p 

10 11 
Patriot Day  

12 

13 Grandparents Day 
Sunday School 9:45a 

 Worship Svc 11a 
Leadership Tm Mtg 

14 15 16  Quarterly 
Business Mtg 

6p 

17   
Ladies Bible 

Study? 10 a 

18  
POW/MIA 

Day 

19 
Crafty Bunch? 

10 a 

20  
Sunday School 9:45a 

 Worship Service 11a 

21 Impact Hunger 
Deliveries 

Noon—1pm 

22 
Fall Begins 

23 Prayer Mtg 
6p 

24 
Ladies Bible 

Study? 10 a 

25 26 

27 Gold Star Mothers 
Day 

Sunday School 9:45a 
 Worship Service 11a 

28 29 30 Prayer Mtg 
6p 

   

www.holliesbc.org 

Hollies Baptist Church 
17691 Hollies Church Rd, Melfa, VA 

757-787-4655 

OCTOBER 2026 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1   Ladies Bible 
Study? 10 am 

2 3 Crafty Bunch?  
10 a 

4 Sunday School 9:45a 
 Worship Service 11a 

5 6 7 Prayer Mtg 
6p 

8   Ladies Bible 
Study? 10 am 

9 10 

11  
Sunday School 9:45a 

 Worship Service 11a 

12 Columbus Day 13 14 Prayer Mtg 
6p 

15   Ladies Bible 
Study? 10 am 

16 17 Crafty Bunch?  
10 a 

18  
Sunday School 9:45a 

 Worship Service 11a 
Leadership Tm Mtg 

19 Impact Hunger 
Deliveries 

Noon—1pm 
 

20 21 Prayer Mtg 
6p 

22  Ladies Bible 
Study? 10 am 

23 24 

25  
Sunday School 9:45a 

 Worship Service 11a 

26 27 28 Prayer Mtg 
6p  

29  Ladies Bible 
Study? 10 am 

30 31 Halloween 

www.holliesbc.org 

Hollies Baptist Church 
17691 Hollies Church Rd, Melfa, VA 

757-787-4655 
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Moment With Pastor 

Moody  Radio  is  having  a  time  of  encouraging  everyone  to  Pray  and  I 
thought I’d share a little of it with you today.  

Why Do we Pray if God is Sovereign? (Dr. Michael Rydelnik) 
Consider  the  following situation: A man’s young wife,  the mother of  their 

two small children, has been diagnosed with advanced cancer.  As someone who 
believes in God.  Will he not pray for her healing?  Why would anyone think that 
since God  has a good and providential plan  for all,  that  this  husband would  not 
pray for his wife to be healed?  Certainly, he’d pray for her to experience healing, 
either directly by God or by divine providence through medical treatment.  Even 
when  he  realizes  that  only  God  knows  the  eventual  outcome  of  their  situation, 
he’ll  seek  God,  asking  for  Him  to  spare  his  wife.    I  can’t  imagine  any  other 
response. 

Still, we believe that God is sovereign.  As the psalmist said, “But our God 
is in the heavens; He does whatever He pleases” (Ps. 115:3).  This may cause an 
issue for some.  How do we pray in light of God’s Sovereignty?  This is another 
example of an antinomy, an apparent contradiction that God fully understand but 
we,  in  our  human  understanding,  cannot.  So,  even  though  we  serve  a  sovereign 
God  who  ordains  all  that  comes  to  pass,  we  should  still  pray.    Here  are  three 
reasons to bring everything to God in Prayer. 

   Prayer is Commanded 
   Prayers Are Ordained 
   Prayer Changes Us 

Final Thoughts: 
The last piece of advice I’d give about prayer is that we should stop trying 

to  figure out how  it works and  instead  trust  that God hears us and wants what’s 
best  for us.    I  learned  this when someone very close  to  my wife  and  I,  a young 
husband  and  father,  suffered  a  life-threatening  aneurysm.    We  cried  out  to  God 
and begged for the Lord to intervene.  I specifically prayed for a doctor that would 
know what  to do and  for a surgeon to be able  to  locate  the bleed and close  it.    I 
prayed for this young man’s life.  Amazingly, in this circumstance, God answered 
by  instantly  sending  the  right physician and providentially  using  her  to  save  his 
life. 

What  I  didn’t  do  at  that  moment  was  try  to  solve  how  prayer  works.  I 
wasn’t concerned with wondering what outcome God had ordained, and I didn’t 
ask why I should pray if God already knew the end. I believe in the providence of 
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God,  and  I  knew  He  was  sovereign  over  life  and  death.    I  trusted  that  when  I 
asked, He could deliver.  Just as the psalmist said, “In my distress I called to the 
LORD, and He answered me” (Ps 120:1 (HCSB). 

This  is  the  truth  about  prayer.    God  doesn’t  want  us  to  engage  in 
philosophical  inquiry, speculating about what He has already ordained or  to ask 
why we  should even bother praying since God already knew  the outcome.   All 
that struck me, in the desperate hour, was that God expected me, as His child, to 
bring my desperate prayers  to Him.   And as I prayed, I sensed how unworthy  I 
was  to  ask  anything  of  God.    But  I  was  praying  in  the  name  of  Jesus,  my 
Redeemer, who alone is worthy.  In His name, I could boldly present my request 
to the Lord. 

I hope this was helpful, if you would like a copy of the whole article let me 
know and I will make it available.   

Closing thought our summer activities are ending we had a great VBS and 
concert with Don Shire.  As fall sets in school is back in session and we need to 
pray for our teachers and students as they adjust.  And as we look at fall, we will 
enjoy  the  cooler  weather  and  make  plans  for  Fall,  Thanksgiving,  and  the 
Christmas seasons.  Pray that our fall quarter will be a great time of worship and 
coming together in worship and growing. 

Pastor 

September 16th at 6 pm 
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Standard Hours of Worship 
 & Meetings 

 
 

Sunday Morning 
Sunday School 9:45am 

Worship Service 11:00am 

Hollies Baptist Church 
17691 Hollies Church Road 
Melfa, VA 23410 
P.O. Box 7 
Keller, VA 23401 
(757)787-4655 
hbcchurch1790@gmail.com 
www.holliesbc.org 
 
Pastor:  Steven G. Miller 
Deacons:  Nat Atkinson & Brooks Wallace 

Maybe It’s Too 
Early for Boxes, 

But your Donation 
Now Can Help Us 
Fill Boxes at the 
Packing Party! 

 
National 

Collection Week is 
the Third Week of 

November! 

Date & Time To Be Announced 


