It's A Thanksgiving Miracle!

A few days ago, I drove past the church and did a “double-take” on our sign. As I whizzed by it
looked like half the letters were missing and read like garble-d-gook! Good grief! Someone stole our
letters!

I turned around and came back for closer inspection and saw

ey - that the letters had fallen out of place and were laying on the
- . ground underneath the sign. What happened? We have had

A HOLLIES BAPTIST CHURCH some serious wind and weather and we never had that happen
_— = before... Then I saw it! Vandalism! Muddy hands had been

Pl.ﬁTﬂﬂ IT-E:;;E; 0 “”LE;‘-'" ' smearing it as well. Who would do such a thing...and why?
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This was not a car accident. No! Someone stood in front of
it and hit
the top of
the  sign
with such a | « Sundays—Sunday School at 9:45 am.
blow that it shook the letters out of the groove Worship Service at 11am
that they sit in. Also, the green “Hollies|* Wednesdays—Kid's Meetings 6:30pm
Baptist Church” header had been hit so hard that | ¢ Nov Sth—Daylight Saving Time Ends
it was cracked and ruptured right down the|* NoVv7th—Election Day »
middle. This is an electrified sign. If water getsin|* Nov11th—Veterans Day & Armistice Day-WW1

it might get fried...so, I went home for the Flex|* Nov 19th—Operation Christmas Child Boxes Due
T . . + Nov 19th—Covered Dish Supper After Worship
ape to temporarily seal it up.

+ Nov 20th—Impact Hunger Deliveries—Noon to 1pm
What to do??? I contacted Stewart Signs | e Nov 23rd—Thanksgiving Day

that made this sign in 2009, and guess what! This | ¢ Dec 7th—Pearl Harbor Day

sign is guaranteed for life! A work order has been | ¢ Dec 18th—Impact Hunger Deliveriess—Noon to 1pm
submitted and soon a new panel will be here to| ¢ Dec 20th—Quarterly Business Meeting? 6:30 pm
make the sign whole again! + Dec 21st—Winter Begins

¢ Dec 24th—Christmas Eve

¢ Dec 25th—Christmas Day

¢ Dec 31st—New Year's Eve—The Lord’s Supper

Here’s What’s Coming Up:

It’s a Thanksgiving Miracle!
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The Lord’s Supper
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A Letter From the Pastor

We have just had a Fall Festival at the Church. It was great to see the
- number of families that joined us for the occasion. We didn’t have an
exact count of the number of people, but our parking lot was full of cars
and the kids enjoyed many activities like Painting Pumpkins, Games, a Petting Zoo,
and, of course, Trunk or Treat. We had 7 cars participating in the event.
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As we move into November, it brings us several Holidays and Events:

On the first Sunday, we change our clocks, moving them backward one hour.

November 7th, Elections. We all need to get out and vote.

November 10th is Veterans Day.

November 19th at the church we have a Covered Dish Supper following the
morning service. It is a great time to have fellowship and invite friends to the
service.

5. November 23rd is Thanksgiving. A time to remember all the things God has

given us this year.

6. December 24th, Christmas Eve Candlelight Service. (Still in planning mode.

We will let you know as soon as our details are in place. Thank you.)

7. December 25th, Christmas Day!

8. December 31st, New Years Eve and the Lord’s Supper.

b=

As we look at these events and services through the next couple of months, we need to
focus on two things. First is Thanksgiving and sharing our love with our friends and family.
But, more importantly, the love of Christ to come and be our Sacrifice for our sins and to give us
the gift of eternal life.

Secondly, it is Christmas time and we can get very busy doing things, going to parties, and
getting gifts for everyone. We forget that it is a time to remember God’s gift to each one of us.
His Son died that we might have life. A life here of peace and joy because of His gift and the
real joy to know that we have eternal life in Christ. Our task is to share that gift with the whole
world this Christmas and all the time. Don’t forget the gift and the charge of Matthew 28:19-20.
“Go....Into the World and....Share.” Let us share the Gospel this season.

November will bring a close of my series on various Parables in the Gospels with the
Prodigal Son, and then we will spend a couple Sundays looking at Giving. No, not just giving to
the church, but looking at giving of ourselves as a service to God. It’s a time of thanksgiving for
all of us.

And then, leading up to Christmas, we will be sharing in the story of Christmas and God’s
gift of His Son who will provide the world with the greatest gift. Life through His Son (John
3:16). -

Have a Blessed
Christmas.

Rejoice in the
coming of our Lord!

And this will be a sign for
you: you will find a baby
wrapped in swaddling cloths

and lying in a manger
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m Tuesday,

| VOTE November 7th

p Your Vote
- Counts!

Bring Your Favorite Dish & Give Thanks
With Your Church Family!

Good News!
Great Joy!

Pack a box. Impact a life.
Due by November 19th

Don ’t Forget the Shipping Costs!
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Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering

Who Was She?

e Born in 1840 on a Virginia Plantation to wealth
and privilege.

e Small in stature, only 4 foot 3 inches tall.

e Entered college as a skeptic, converted to Christianity at age 15.

e Earned one of the first Masters Degrees awarded to a woman in the Southern
United States.

e Successfully ran schools in Kentucky and Georgia.

e She first heard the call to serve in China in 1873.

e She was the first single woman appointed as a Missionary by the Southern
Baptist Foreign Mission Board.

e Her letters to home inspired the formation on the Women’s Missionary Union
(WMU). They took their first “Christmas Offering for Pingdu” in 1888.

e She served for over 40 years until famine and political upheaval struck Pingdu.
e She gave away an inherited fortune and her food for the people she served.
e Resulted in severe malnutrition. At death she weighed about 50 pounds.
e She died in 1912 on a ship taking her for medical care.
e This Foreign Mission Offering was renamed in her honor.
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