Why Don't They Get It?

Most of you know that I've been struggling to control the feline population
here at the church for well over a year. Our “church cat”, Hollie, surprised
me with a 3 surviving feral kittens last summer and 3 more this summer. All
have been “socialized” and either have been, or will be, spayed/neutered by
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October 4th. That’s when the new batch and Hollie have appointments. They now live at my house.

But, no matter how hard I try, I have not been able to “socialize” Hollie to let me touch her. If
she makes it to the Vet to be spayed, it will be because I've been able to grab her and throw her into a
carrier....She is very wise to traps and won’t go near them.

For a year now I’ve seen her almost every day and she gratefully accepts all the food I can offer.
She’s clearly glad to see me and even will voluntarily rub my leg or pat me with her paw...but still, I
don’t dare touch her or she darts away. By now she knows that all I want to do is help her! It’s a
struggle for her to deal with another set of kittens every few months. It’s shocking how quickly cats

can reproduce. They can get pregnant two
weeks after giving birth..while they’re still
nursing the last litter! Why won’t she just trust
me and let me help her?

The whole thing makes me think she’s not
all that different from some people we’ve all
known. People who are struggling with “life”.
You see them all the time. Theyre glad to see
you and will talk freely about almost anything.
But, if you try to re-direct the conversation to
coming to church, their beliefs, or their salvation,
they just clam up or dash away. Why don’t they
understand that you just want to help them?

Well, as far as Hollie goes, I'm going to
persist! I'm working with a plan. I've prayed
about it, made an appointment for her at the Vet
and when the time comes I’'m just going to go for
it. I think that’s the same approach you have to
use with those people you know who need the
Lord.

Pray! Persist! And Just Go For It!

Here’s What’s Coming Up:

¢ Sundays—Sunday School at 9:45 am.
Worship Service at 11am

+ Wednesdays—Kid’'s Meetings 6:30pm
¢ Fridays thru Sept 15th—Ladies Bible Study 10 am

¢ Third Monday of Month—Impact Hunger
Deliveries—Noon to 1 pm

+ Sept 4th—Labor Day
+ Sept 10th—Grandparents’ Day
+ Sept 11th—Patriot Day
+ Sept 13th—Last Prayer Mtg/Bible Study until Spring
+ Sept 15th—POW/MIA Recognition Day
+ Sept 20th—Quarterly Business Meeting 6:30 pm
+ Sept 23rd—Autumn Begins
+ Sept 24th—Gold Star Mother’s Day
¢ Oct 8th—Family Breakfast before Worship
No Sunday School that day
¢ Oct 9th—Columbus Day
¢ Oct 29th—The Lord’s Supper
¢ Oct 31st—Halloween
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A Letter From the Pastor

As the new school year begins our children are returning to a routine of
studying and that means homework, sports, and I'm so busy I can’t get it all
done. Most of us have been through that and our minds are on holidays and
how are we going to do everything that we desire.

Halloween is about ghosts and scary things, and we need to picture the Love of Christ
in a world that is running and wanting everything their way. Thanksgiving is a time of
thankfulness and wonder at all that God has done for us in the past and this year. A time of
encouraging our kids and families to make a lost of all the good things and provisions of God.
Oh, and you make a trip to Grandmas’ house for a big dinner, turkey, and the trimmings.

These are the simple things, oh my it’s Christmas. How can I get ready for all of it.
Traditions are different in every family and location. Somewhere, in all of this, we want to get
Christmas gifts, go to parties, enjoy Christmas break. Santa Claus, reindeer, Christmas trees,
lights, and all that goes with it. Exhausting, but then we get a break. But wait, didn’'t we
forget something? What is the purpose of Christmas for the church family? We will have
studied a Gospel in Sunday School and learned about Christ. Yes, we celebrate. Christ is
born, baby Jesus and the stories of shepherds, Mary mother of Jesus, Joseph his father, and the
wisemen from the East.

Exhausting, and did I do everything right? STOP and take a breath. Every year we get
through it. Christ gives us answers and peace as we walk through this life one day at a time.
Matthew 1la: 28-30 “Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest.” What a great word when we spend so much of our time running, racing, and striving for
success. God said, Come to me and rest.

It's Fall. Things will cool down soon and maybe a little snow. God has a plan. Find it
and rest in it this season. January will be here before you know it. Just a little something to
think about as we rev up our energy.

Events of the next couple months are not a lot, but here are a few to remember:

1. Ladies Bible Study will be on Fridays at 10 am through September 15th.

2. Men, we have the Shore Men’s Breakfast each month beginning September 9th at the
Tasley Firehouse at 8:30 am. Come early and meet other men of faith.

Our Quarterly Business Meeting is on Wednesday, September 20th at 6:30 pm.

Also, another Family Breakfast on October 8th at 10 am. (No Sunday School that day)

Our Young People’s Meeting will continue throughout this Fall on Wednesday at 6:30 pm.
Our Bible Study and Prayer Meetings will not meet after September 13th.

And, to close out the month of October, there is Halloween on the 31st.
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Something to think about, how do we begin to grow the church? Witnessing, asking
people to come are normal things, but what else could we look at? One that I always think
about is would someone like to get a Bible Study going in their home? If so, what would it
look like? Think about it and let Pastor know.

Have a Great Day, May the Lord Bless,
Pastor Steven G. Miller
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Breakfast Fellowship

Sunday, Bring Your Favorite
October 8th @ Treat to Share!
at 10 am

Wednesday, September 20th at 6:30 pm

Hollies Baptist Church Standard Hours of Worship
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P.O.Box 7 |

Keller, VA 23401 Sunday Morning
(757)787-4655 Sunday School 9:45am
hbcchurch1790@gmail.com Worship Service 11:00am

www.holliesbc.org

Wednesday Evening
Pastor: Steven G. Miller Kids & Youth Meetings 6:30pm

Deacons: Jimmy Campbell, Nat Atkinson Adult Bible Study & Prayer 6:30pm
& Brooks Wallace




